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IMPROVING   SPEECH
The child in the primary grades has not yet lost his interest
in learning new words and in enjoying the sound of rhymes
and jingles. He frequently thinks aloud until this tendency
is suppressed to meet the requirements of the traditional
classroom situation.
Natural Opportunities for Speaking. — One way of aiding
the development of a child's speech is by giving hitn as much
opportunity as possible to use language for his practical and
immediate purposes. Brandenburg's three-year-old child
uttered 11,623 words and 1,487 sentences during one day.16
Other individual children were reported to have used 4,000
to 15,000 words during the day. It would be interesting to
compare these numbers with the number of words that first
grade children speak during the school day. The teacher's
problem is to modify the school environment so that this
natural tendency to talk can be utilized in improving the
speech of the primary child.
Interesting Experiences about Which to Talk. — The
teacher can also aid children's speech development by fur-
nishing interesting experiences to relate. Visits may be made
to a large city market, a cold storage building, a farm, a
cotton factory, a pottery, a cracker or bread factory, a milk-
bottling station, the post office, the woods, the seashore, the
16 George C. Brandenburg, "The Language of a Three-Year-Old Child,"
The Pedagogical Seminary and Journal of Genetic Psychology, XXII (March,
1915), 94.

